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Pride and Prejudice, one of the greatest classical novels in English literature, 
rendered into twenty-five languages, has been fascinating readers and researchers for 
generations. Many achievements have been obtained in the research fields of, for 
instance, character-shaping and theme-exploring. Recently, researchers have also 
begun to apply pragmatic theories to their studies. Yet it is kind of a blank zone to 
explore its personal reference switch in the novel within the framework of face theory. 
Based on Brown and Levinson’s face theory, a detailed investigation of personal 
reference switch in all the conversations in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice has 
been conducted in this study. The thesis obtains the following conclusions: 
Firstly, through analyzing all the conversations in Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice, the author finds that there are two types of personal reference switch, 
synecdochical reference switch and crossing reference switch. Crossing reference 
switch is the more frequently used switch device by the author. 
Secondly, within the framework based on Brown and Levinson’s face theory, it 
is found that personal reference switch is designed for “face”, be it out of the purpose 
of face saving or face threatening, be it concerning the speaker’s, the hearer’s, the 
third party’s or several parties’ face and be it negative face or positive face. In order to 
achieve some pragmatic effects (face saving or face threatening), the speaker breaks 
the usual or general code of personal reference on purpose, which may lead to the 
hearer’s inference to the underlying message of the utterances, rather than accepting 
the superficial message. In the novel, characters adopt two types of personal reference 
switch to perform face saving acts (FSAs) or face threatening acts (FTAs). From the 
analysis we can see that personal reference switch can be viewed as one of the 
important devices to take care of “face”, which, according to the present author, is the 

















This is the first study carried out on face theory combined with personal 
reference switch in all the conversations in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. It is 
hoped that the present study may shed some light on analyzing literary texts. 
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Chapter One  Introduction 
1.1 The research topic 
Pride and Prejudice has already been studied from various angles. Many 
achievements have been obtained in the research fields of, for example, 
character-shaping and theme-exploring. From the approach of pragmatics, recently, 
researchers have begun to apply to their studies pragmatic theories such as discourse 
analysis (Ma Xiaoyu, 2006),  Grice’s theory of conversational implicature (Wang 
Dongmei, 2009), modality system(Zhou Yanchun, 2007), attitudinal analysis(Li 
Yanmei, 2005)，relevance theory (Chen Hui, 2008; Hu Jiasheng, 2008; Zhao Hong, 
2009), politeness and speech act theory(Xiahou Fusheng, 2009; Zhu Xiaozhou, 2002; 
Chen Ting, 2008), etc. These efforts have provided a new perspective to view the 
language and conversation in this novel. Yet the pragmatic connotation analysis of its 
personal reference switch in the novel within the framework of face theory is kind of a 
blank zone, quite far from adequate. The present study is an exploration to investigate 
personal reference, especially its switch device, in Pride and Prejudice to savor the 
pragmatic connotation in all the conversations in terms of face theory. 
1.2 The significance and the aim of the thesis 
The study of personal reference has been conducted from various angles. Most 
researchers discuss and probe into the issue purely from the theoretical level; some 
have made contrastive studies of the social and pragmatic meanings of English and 
Chinese personal reference by carrying out comprehensive analysis of the first person 
or all kinds of personal reference, thus shed light on its application to C-E \E-C 
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only a few researches have extended the research to literary pragmatics; more 
importantly, the study about the marked usage of personal reference in their social and 
pragmatic implication from the perspective of face theory has not been touched on. In 
other words, the analysis of personal reference switch in the novel within the 
framework of face theory is kind of a blank zone, due to the fact that the previous 
researches do not account for the underlying reason why people adopt personal 
reference switch in their conversations. In the present author’s opinion, face is a key 
element that serves to account for the linguistic phenomenon and the thesis is 
designed to analyze the phenomenon within the framework of face theory. 
Hence, the thesis centers around the marked usage of personal reference in all the 
conversations in Pride and Prejudice, a famous novel with conversations good 
enough to be pragmatically probed. In this thesis, personal reference will be studied 
from a pragmatic perspective. Three kinds of personal reference will be observed 
from the perspective of pragmatics: the first person----a term the speaker uses to refer 
to himself, the second person----a term the speaker uses to address the addressee, and 
the third person----a term the speaker uses to refer to the third party, persons or 
entities which are neither speakers nor addressees of the utterance in question, be it 
singular or plural, and be it within or without the communicative situation.  
There is no classification towards the first person and the second person, as both 
of them always appear in the form of pronouns, yet the third person can be presented 
by a pronoun or a noun phrase in the conversation. The following is a chart for the 

















Figure1: three kinds of personal reference in the conversation 
The study tries to answer the following two questions: 
(1)What types of personal reference switch are adopted in Pride and Prejudice? 
(2)What is the underlying reason for the use of personal reference switch? 
1.3 Data and methodology 
The present author collects the data from Pride and Prejudice, one of the greatest 
classical novels in English literature with a large amount of conversations from 
characters, with the intention to make an investigation about the personal reference 
switch device, be it pronominal or nominal. It’s worth our while to study the ways 
characters in the novel refer to themselves, to the others and the ways they refer to the 
third party during their conversations. In certain circumstances, their way of reference 
is quite unusual. Only by making a comparison can we distinguish the unusual from 
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The novel from which the present study collects the data is the 3-volumn first 
edition and the 3rd printing by the Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press, 
published by the Oxford Publishing House in 1991. As the present author plans to 
make a study of personal reference switch in this novel, the emphasis is put on the 
conversations in it and a corpus is formed from the conversations in the whole novel. 
Then different kinds of personal reference switch are classified and matched within 
the framework of face theory.  
1.4 The arrangement of the thesis  
The present thesis is structured as follows.  
Chapter One is an introduction to the whole thesis, starting with an introduction 
to the research topic, then statements of the aim and the significance, data and 
methodology, and ending with the arrangement of the present thesis.  
Following the introduction is Chapter Two, which shows the literature review of 
related studies on personal reference in different approaches and the previous studies 
of personal reference switch.  
Chapter Three presents an outline of the theoretical framework of the present 
research: that of the face theory expounded by Brown and Levinson. In addition, the 
working model for the present thesis is laid down and some related concepts are 
introduced and classified.  
Chapter Four, the main body of the thesis, describes the methodology and data 
collection of the study and provides a systematic and integrated study of personal 
reference switch in Pride and Prejudice within the framework of face theory.  
Chapter Five winds up with a summary of the main ideas in the present thesis 
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